
What You Will Be Learning

For your Bar-Mitzvah you will learn to sing two different

things.  The first thing you will be singing is called the

Maftir and it is read from the Torah.  Hebrew in the Torah

looks a little different than Hebrew in a regular book.  The

letters are fancier, and there are no vowels or symbols.  In

order to help you prepare for the Maftir, this book has your

Maftir written in both regular Hebrew letters, and Torah

letters.  Along with the Maftir, There are two blessings: The

Blessing before an Aliyah, and the Blessing after an Aliyah.

The second thing that you will learn is called the Haftarah

(Not Half-Torah!).  Haftarah does not come from the Torah;

it comes from one of the Books of the Prophets.  On your

Bar-Mitzvah day, you will read the Haftarah right from this

very book!  You won’t have to worry about the Hebrew

letters looking different, or the vowels disappearing.  If you

are sharing your Bar-Mitzvah with someone, then you will

each sing half of the Haftarah, even though you will learn it

all.  Along with the Haftarah, there are Blessings before

and after the Haftarah.
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